
The Big Picture

Citizens Academy Orientation



Welcome

City Council Welcome

Housekeeping Items

Introductions
Your Name

How long you’ve lived in American Canyon?

What is one thing you hope to gain from this 
program? 



Fall 2024 Citizens Academy Schedule

Date Session Location 

Wednesday, September 25, 2024 The Big Picture – Orientation Council Chambers, 4381 Broadway St. 

Wednesday, October 2, 2024 Public Safety – Fire District 911 Donaldson Way East

Wednesday, October 9, 2024 Parks & Recreation Council Chambers, 4381 Broadway St.

Wednesday, October 16, 2024 Public Works Council Chambers, 4381 Broadway St. 

Saturday, October 19, 2024 City Tour of Facilities – Bus departs at 9 AM
Meet in front of City Hall, 4381 Broadway 
Street between 8:30-9 AM

Wednesday, October 23, 2024 City Clerk, Human Resources and IT Council Chambers, 4381 Broadway St. 

Wednesday, October 30, 2024 Community Development Council Chambers, 4381 Broadway St. 

Wednesday, November 6, 2024 Public Safety – Police
Sheriff's Office 1535 Airport Blvd, Napa, CA 
94558

Wednesday, November 13, 2024 Finance Council Chambers, 4381 Broadway St. 

Saturday, November 16, 2024 Volunteer project and Graduation Celebration TBD

Class presentations, etc:
https://www.americancanyon.gov/citizensacademy





AmericanCanyon.gov/History





Land Use Plan



Annexation Map

AmericanCanyon.gov/Maps



American 
Canyon Today

Zoning Map

AmericanCanyon.gov/Maps



Local Government

General Law City - Organization, legal power and responsibilities 
prescribed by state law

Units of Government Statewide – 
Over 6,500!

Counties  58
Cities 483
School Districts >1,000
Special Districts >5,000

Unincorporated areas served by County only, no City services



Layers of Government in American Canyon
If only it were this easy…

City of
American

Canyon local
government

American
Canyon

residents
and business



Layers of Government in American Canyon

City of 
American 
Canyon

County of Napa
Social Services

Library
Animal Control
Sheriff (Police)
Jail, Courts, etc.

State and Federal
Numerous 

regulatory Agencies
Post Office
CalTrans!

State Water Board

American Canyon 
Fire Protection 

District

Regional JPA's
NVTA
AQMD

ABAG/MTC
RWQCB

Flood Control Board

Schools
NVUSD 

Napa Valley 
College

Local Government 
Partnerships
City of Napa 

provides Housing 
Programs and 

Emergency Dispatch



City Council / Manager Form of Government

Staff
Technical analysis 
of policy options

Electeds
Bridge between 
public and staff

Chief
 Executive

Bridge between 
staff and electeds

Public

Staff provides 
services to 

Public

Public elects and 
provides input to
 Elected Officials



The powers and duties of the Mayor and City Council are contained in 
state law and City ordinances, resolutions and regulations.  In carrying 
out their statutory duties, the City’s elected officials do the following:

• Legislative Authority 
• Establish Policy 
• Determine Priorities  
• Adopt and Monitor City Budget 
• Constituent and Ceremonial Representation 
• Regional Representation

City Council



Pictured left to right: Vice Mayor David Oro, Council Member Mariam Aboudamous, 
Mayor Leon Garcia, Council Member Pierre Washington, Council Member Mark Joseph





The City Manager is appointed by the City Council.

Provides overall administration and direction for all areas 
of City government.

Ensures that all goals, policies and priorities established by 
the City Council are met.

Supports the City Council by presenting information and 
recommendations that facilitate informed policy making.

Oversees community and intergovernmental relations. 

Provides direction and leadership to City staff.

City Manager

Jason B. Holley



In Closing
Q & A
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